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Question 1 — ‘Celebrity’ 


Celebrity is constructed through a range of complex cultural processes, including relationships with 
fans, commercial interests, and media representations. A celebrity may become famous for a 
particular reason, and his/her fame may be sustained or changed over time. 


Discuss this statement, taking into account the various kinds of celebrity, and, in particular, the case of 
David Beckham. 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings recommended 
for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your answer.) 


Question 2 — ‘The Slap’ 


Discuss the representation of Australian culture in The Slap (as a novel and/or as a television drama 
series) and the range of critical and wider public responses it has evoked. 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings recommended 
for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your answer.) 


Question 3 (a) - ‘Domesticated’ Animals 


Describe the representation of the dog, and the kind of relationship depicted between him and his 
human ‘owners’ in the film Marley and Me. In what ways are these reflected and reinforced in the 
marketing of ‘pet animals’ and products for ‘pets’? 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to the film and to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your answer.) 


OR 

Question 3 (b) 

Outline and evaluate the main arguments presented in Heidi Nast’s analysis of the commodification of 
‘pet animals’, and the various roles ‘pets’ fulfill in the lives of their ‘owners’. 

(Your discussion must be supported by detailed reference to Heidi Nast’s article, and to a range of 


resources and readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred 
to in your answer.) 


Question 4 commences on page 3 
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Question 4 (a) - ‘Wild Animals’ 


According to Randy Malamud, when non-human animals are taken from ‘the wild’ and displayed in 
zoos, wildlife reserves or game parks, they mostly serve to confirm a sense of human superiority. 
Discuss. 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings recommended 
for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your answer.) 


OR 
Question 4 (b) 


Describe and discuss how the website of “Taronga Western Plains Zoo’ (Dubbo, NSW) and the 
website of ‘Australia Zoo’ (Beerwah, QLD) construct their cultural function as entertainment, 
education and conservation. 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to the zoo-websites, and relevant resources and 
reading materials provided in this unit of study.) 
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